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Wear your love of Christmas with pride!
Stitch your favourite character and
make up into a cute festive brooch

Make a... brooch

Step 1

STITCH your character in the
centre of a 10x10cm (4x4in) piece of
14 count aida, using two strands of
stranded cotton for the cross stitch,
and one for the backstitch.

Step 2

TAKE a 5.5cm mini wooden
embroidery hoop — these can be
ordered online from various Etsy
suppliers or www.cloudcraft.co.uk.
Place the backing disc centrally on
the back of your stitching and draw
round it. Cut along the drawn line,
then glue your stitching to the disc.

Step 3

UNDO the hoop’s screw a little and
push the disc inside so it sits halfway
in, then stick in place. Tighten the
screw and glue the brooch pin

to the back of the disc.

DMC Anchor Madeira

XX 310 403 black
349 013 212
436 1045 2011
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De51gned by: Durene ]ones Stitch count: 25 hlgh x25wide
Design size: 4.5x4.5cm (1%x134in) Stitch time: 2 hours each
These designs were stitched on 14 count aida fabric.
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Backstitch in two strands

—] 818 073 502

eyes
Backstitch in one strand

'—I 310 403  black
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NEXT MONTH

MAGICAL MONOGRAM R f ISSUE299 %
GIFT TAG PROJECT & _ _ . DECEMBER 2015
Make your presents extra- :

personal by stitching our

monogramdesigns, witha

chartforeveryletter of the : iy 48 B :

alphabet. Mountthemontags i o okt N P
and attachwith prettyredand : . ‘ L
white baker’s twine tofinish.

o0 e "o CrobsoStitclles !
*,*,* NoVeMBER 2015 !




TAKE
BETTER
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Every month the Digital SLR Photography team shows you the
best tips, tricks and shortcuts to taking better pictures. With photo
2. projects for all levels, and a dedicated digital editing section,
M it's the essential magazine every amateur photographer needs.

Subscribe today and get 5 issues for £5.

Visit dennismags.co.uk/dslr
QUOTE OFFER CODE G1510PXS.

D Yy
143 Emcmnrompnowmvounmmcmumm 2

Dl ltaISLR Bt "‘N

Digital SLR G,

Photography e,
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Welcome

Festive magic in every project...

WELCOME TO THE NOVEMBER
issue,and a special welcome to the many
newreaderswhoarejoining usevery g
issue. Thankyou also to the loyal band of -
regularreadersand subscribers who
write, email, send us photosand enter
our competitions. We’ve been making
changes to the content over the past few
issues,and we know thatyou’re liking
our new-look pictures and pages from
your correspondence.
This issue we've continued with our makeover;
giving our charts clearer numbers and keys with larger
symbols for easyreading. Our focus is now firmly on
quality, for both projects and the technical aspects of
cross stitch. We hope you’ll like the changes we have
planned over the next few months, so keep writing and
telling us whatyou like and want from yourmagazine.
Aseditors, we love having the chance to geta first
lookat the projects arriving back from our stitchers.
Theyleave as flat pieces of fabricand skeins of thread
and return beautifully stitched, pressed,and lovingly
wrapped in tissue paper. Next, the projects are
photographed and the team set to work writing,
designing and editing the pages for you to enjoy. We
like to think thatas you open thisissue and marvel at
the wonderful array of festive projects inside, you'll
remember thelongjourney thateach and every
piece of stitching has made, and feel the love and
dedication thatgoes into the pages of this magazine.

Se Vet

Fuu ()f heart ! SUSAN & MARTIN PENNY g\

EDITORS

QXA #
g "W “'!‘” llrpclqulrﬁ
L Create X

Don’t miss our pretty X

f : h . Follow us online!
eSt“{e eart picture facebook.com/CrossStitcherMag
next issue. In shops twitter.com/XStitchmagazine

13 November! !
-

Write to the editorial department at: CrossStitcherMagazine, PO Box 172, Northam, EX39 9DY
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ONTHECOVER

® Snowglobe page16

® SweetScandihomestyle page24
® Winterwarmers page48

® Sewseasonal page21

® Santasack page55

® Gorgeousgiftjars page30

W @ HappyHowlida e66
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YOURCHARFS

Get Your Skates On... The coolest pair of tree
decorations you'll stitch this Christmas!

16 Festive Flurry Celebrate the season
with our stunning snow globe picture

21 Sew Seasonal Clever cotton reel wreath
24 Mistletoe Kisses Scandi-style reindeer cushion

30 Full Of Festive Cheer Turn plain jars filled with gifts
into something extra-special with our stitched labels

40 Merry & Bright Contemporary robin cushion
and matching mistletoe decoration

45 This Little Piggy Fatten up our little felt pig with
spare pennies to help you save your festive funds!

48 Winter Warmers A trio of fun hot choc makes

55 Christmas Delivery Forget stockings this year—our
Santa present sack will go down a treat!

60 Singing In The Snow Beautiful winter bird card
62 SecretSanta Special Santa picture from Permin

66 Santa’s Little Helpers Our parade of pups are ready
to send season’s greetings from Santa Paws

70 DecemberDays Cute calendar blocks — perfect
for making Advent bags to fill with sweets

EXTRAS

80 Backissues Missed anissue? Here’s how
you can getyour hands on it

90 Puzzles Fillin our crossword for the chance
to win a fantastic prize from Madeira




EVERY ISSUE

11 Outthere Discover all the latest

14
28

37
38

88
91

stitching products and craft trends
Inside the mind of Mr X Stitch

We interview Amanda and Ashleigh from
The Frosted Pumpkin Stitchery

Letters Show off what you’ve stitched

Subscribe to CrossStitcher and save
money on the shop price!

Market place Buy, lend and sellitems

Next month in CrossStitcher

A\ f
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THESavvyStitcher

Try something new every issue

75 Create fancy festive cards
Tired of stitching the same style
of Christmas card every year?
We've got the answer with

three creative ways to make
showstopping cards!

THE SAVVY
STITCHER
FESTIVE CARDS

CrassStitcher *
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Looking for the coolest Christmas decorations to stitch?
We think our pair of ice skates score the perfect six!
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Designed by: Maria Diaz
Stitch count: 22 high x28 wide
Design size: 4.5x5cm (1/2x2in)
Stitch time: 5hours

This design was stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.
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DMC Anchor Madeira
Cross stitch in two strands
®[® 304 1006 509
351 OM 214
B4 433 371 2008
435 1046 2010
~[~l 712 926 2101
x[x] 738 361 2013

Al 817 13 211

E3821 metallic

blanc 001  white

Backstitch in one strand

—] 801 359 2007

Make a. ..
mini ice skate
Step 1

STITCH a front and back for each ice skate in
the centre of the evenweave.

Step 2

PLACE the front and back of the skate right
sides together. You may need to hold the
stitching up to a window to get the lines to match
exactly. Pin and then tack together.

Step 3

MACHINE sew, just outside the design area,
around three sides of the skate, leaving the
bottom open for turning. Trim the seam
allowance and clip the corners so that they
stay flat when turned to the right side. Turn
and then press carefully.

Step 4

MAKE a twisted cord from a few lengths of
gold thread. Thread the ends through a
large-eyed needle and then push the needle
down through the seam at the top of the skate.
With the loop on the outside, tie a knotin the
thread ends inside the skate.

Step 5

FILL with stuffing, turnin the cut edges atthe
bottom of the skate, and then sew up the bottom
with one side of a large paper clip inside seam.

Weve ncluded

two differvent
<hate chords, so
ou coh SHtch o

Jront ond back Jor
eM)\ GLO«‘EG

Mitahiol

For each skate

* Zweigart 28 count Brittney white
evenweave, ref 3270/100:
two 10x10cm (4x4in) pieces

. Sffranded cotton as listed jn the key
* Size 26 tapestry Needle
* Toy Stuffing

* Large Paper clip
For stockist details see page 84



CROSS STITCH

Collection

‘Uhe mest beautiful cross stitch designs
. 3"

- Discover aworld
of inspirational cross stitch

If you love stitching fabulous flowers and beautiful scenes, you'll find plenty
of designs to tempt you every month in Cross Stitch Collection magazine

Subscribe today at dennismags.co.uk/crossstitchcollection

or call 0844 826 5018"

*Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge
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Outtnere

Every month we showcase the latest high street trends, new ideas
and inspiring personalities for today’s stylish cross stitcher

2N
Sew Sweet

Stitch along with What Delilah Did’s
Sophie Simpson with this adorable
Christmas kit produced with cloudcraft.
co.uk. There are three exclusive
Christmas kits, including this little lady.
The Cindermice stitchalong has already
started online, but kits and PDF patterns
are available as well as how-to videos.
We can’t wait to give a home to all three!

ww.cl raft k

\
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BESPOKE BUTTONS

ADD A unique finishing touch to your handmade
festive gifts with your own bespoke rubber stamp.
Made in the UK by Bloomfield & Rolfe, the stamp has a
wooden handle and can fit two lines of text of your
choice. We love the button design too! Use it on gift
tags or even your own stitched greetings cards.
www.bloomfieldandrolfe.com

ALLTHAT GLITTERS

POM-POMS, TASSELS and threads — we love these gorgeous tree ornaments
from Oliver Bonas. The combination of wooden creatures, gold and glitter is the
ultimate Christmas combo! Want to make your own festive tree decorations?
Turn to page 8 to stitch our cool pair of mini ice-skates...

www.oliverbonas.com

Cheerful china

B erytorerning
\';néf \fc DY you Ofyourfavourite BLADES OF GLORY
Q/ hobby! This snowflake WE’RE CRACKERS for Christmas tree
jug, complete with decorations this month. We love making our own
Jug, p 9
' ‘cross stitch’borderis (check out our ornaments on page 8) and this
the perfect choice for pretty Edwardian-style ice skate decoration is
keen stitchers. www. lovely and dainty too! It comes in festive shades

sainsburvshome. co.uk of white, red, gold and green — an elegant
addition to any Christmas tree.

www.etsy.com/shop/TheSewUni

WRAP IT UP

WE ADMIT we're in the middle of a
reindeer romance — and this gorgeous
tape isn’'t helping. The 2cm-wide tape
is a natural cotton fabric, printed with a
red zakka-inspired design. It's

THIS NIFTY deviceis
the perfect gift for any
stitching music-lover!
Shaped like a cotton
reel, the tidy stashes the
earbuds away while the

available by the metre and is perfect cords are wrapped
for wrapping presents. Sadly the around the outside.
wooden reel isn’t for sale too — but turn We've gone crazy for

to page 21for our reely (sorry!) good
garland project.
www.thehomemakery.co.uk

cotton reels this month;
turn to page 21for our fab
stitched wreath of reels.
oakroomshop.co.uk

CrossStitcher

NOVEMBER 2015



TOP OF
THE DOTS

THIS QUIRKY sketchbook comes with a
front cover punched with a grid of holes
s0 you can stitch your own design (and
change it whenever you like!). Perfect for
stitching on the go, it’s available in tan,
white and black. Made by hand, it
includes high-quality drawing paper
inside; the perfect crafter’s stocking filler!
www.kariniti.com

B i

HOP ALONG robins —reindeers are our
new favourite Christmas creatures. Stitch
our cushion on page 24 or try these finds.

THIS BEAUTIFULLY crafted wooden
DMC Collector’s box is the perfect
Christmas present to give yourself this year.
The box comes with one skein of each of
the 465 DMC stranded cotton colours.
Projects and accessories can be storedin a
compartmentin the top of the box so your
stitching can take pride of place in your Visit Australian Etsy store, ByCharlie, for fun
home. The dimensions for the box are festivewoodennapkin holderslikethis
approximately: 46x36x23cm, and the m;gifﬁg@%@gﬁ:;g esign.
cost, including stranded cotton, is £495.
www.dmccreative.co.uk

Checkoutthissweet
ginghamreindeertree
decoration fromThe
White Company.
Hisgingham
patterncolours
meanshe’llcoordinate
withmostChristmas
colourschemes.
www.thewhitecompany.com

We’re already counting down the days to Christmas... stitch
our Advent calendar on page 70 or try these from Etsy...

T

Thesefeltsweetiesfrom Hobbycraftwilladd
somefurryfuntocards. Attachtoanaida

Makelike Santaandpopasurprise : Welovethislinenbunting, perfect How majesticisthis reindeeradvent

intoeachstockingforeverydayof : foraverygrown-up Christmas : calendar?Makeyourveryown, : square,addabackstitchgreeting
Adventwith this pretty polkadot ! countdown-andit’savailableasa : includingfeltornaments,withThe undemeathand mountonyourcard!

homemadegarland. . downloadable patterntoo. i\ SugarHouse Shop’s pattern. ' www.hobbycraftcouk

CrossStitcher * 13
NOVEMBER 2015 :



Photograph: Cat Lane
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CRAFTY THOUGHTS

Al

“The beautiful reverse oi Ruth
S’mgw’q pdow Embrotder(
__W

0 You Constant]
‘éld‘(( titching onr-ér: -I’VZGU

T 4

Find me online:

www.mrxstitch.com
www.facebook.com/MrXStitch
www.twitter.com/MrXStitch

NOVEMBER 2015
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Inside the mind of

A

Worried about the reverse of your stitching? Our
manbroiderer asks why we always go back to backs

ne question I'm often asked is,

“Doesitmatterifthe backis

tidy?” Igetasked that mainly

by new starters who are worried
that theirwork won’t be up to scratch.
It'safunny one,and to me it seems like
it’san urban myth thatspreads
around the edge of the stitching world,
perpetuated by, well [ don’t really
knowwhat.

[realised awhile ago that the same
desire thatdrivesa man tocreatea
nice striped lawn also exhibits itself
among manbroiderers,and I know
thatItakea certainamountof
pleasure in keeping my backside neat
and tidy.I don’t doubt thatany stitcher
worth their salt pays attention to their

important that the backand frontare
the same. Shadow Embroideryis
another example where the work on
the rear of the piece isasimportantas
thaton the front. Solcan only
presume thatit’s from these types of
embroidery that the Myth hasarisen,
and over time it hasalso incorporated
our beloved cross stitch. It’sa bit ofa
shame and I take great pleasure in
allaying people’s concerns and telling
them thatit’s okay if the back looks
likea car crash.

I've done plenty of pieces in the past
where snaggles have developed into
chaoson the back,butall Idoishide
the back behind some fabric,orina
frame. No biggie. I've also learned that

| love allaying people’s
concerns and telling them it's okay
if the back looks like a car crash

rear, avoiding unnecessary knotsand
jumbles, but it seems to be more ofan
imperative for the male stitcher!

I've taught quite a few men who,
within ten minutes of starting, are
expressing concern about the back
and makingsureallisin good order.

[ try to encourage them to mellow out
aboutit, butitstill exists asan issue.

I can see how it must be off-putting
to the newcomer.It’s like learning to
drive and people saying that you must
be able to handbrake turninto car
parking spacesatall times.

I'm aware that there are types of
stitch, like Holbein, where it’s

each time you make a stitch you're
puttinga halftwistin the thread, so
every now and again you have to drop
the needle and let the thread unwind,
which stops it from spooling up and
forming knots. The mighty Jane
Greenoffdoesa halftwistin the
opposite direction when she stitches,
thereby counteracting the problem,
butIcan’t quite wrap my head around
how thatworks, soI'll still be dropping
and unwinding forawhile yet.

Doyou fear the Myth? How doyou
cope with amessybackside? Let me
know, and we can fight this disturbing
phenomenon together!



Get the best out of
your PC and the web

Computeractive is your friendly guide
to PCs, gadgets and the web.

Our aim s to demystify the world of
technology and make its benefits
accessible to all, no matter what your
level of experience with computers.

Our tips, guides and reviews are
written in a language that everyone can
understand. Every issue has a Jargon
Buster to help you understand changes
in technology. You will find a wide
selection of workshops, free software
and the latest security updates.

L EDITION ++ SPECTAL EDITION ++ SPECTAL EDIT|

Try 3issuestor £1, visit
dennismags.co.uk/computeractive

orcall01795 412 882 =sinsr



FESTIVE FLURRY

FESTIVE
FLURRY

Ready, get set, snow! Use our snow
dome scene to fill your home with a
festival of Christmas colour...

NOVEMBER 2015
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FESTIVE FLURRY
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(15x15in)
Y hoop

o blue evenweave

M (15x15in)

edinthe key

(s
,38x38cm

Emma Congdon

120 high x 119 wide
: 21x21cm (8'4x8%in)

Stitch time: 43 hours

This design was stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.

) wooden embrojder
details see page 84
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1811 S1Z€

ref: 3453/5072, 38x38
* Stranded cotton as list,
« Size 26 tapestry need|
* White backing fabric,

Designed by
Stitch count
* 25¢m (10in
For stockist

Des

* Zweigart 28 couﬁt %r-er-lt
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Print your koof uSng & match foJc

0£ emulS1oh rofthC-

40 ‘l:\r\e outer

rl\( two coots
Gectlon 04 the hoo onl(,

Lthen allow 4o p(m( ‘9‘0V\O“ék___\("______,....----'"‘““""

How to... frame your work in a hoop

DMC Anchor Madeira
321 019 510
415 398 1803
434 310 2009
470 267 1502
742 303 114
747 158 1104

801 359 2007 (2)
832 277 2202
833 907 2203
834 945 2204

Al JREf

917 088 706

937 268 1504
970 316 204

991 1076 1204
992 1072 1202
3608 060 709
3801 1098 41
3845 433 1103
3865 002 2402 (2)

(2) indicates more than one skein is required

TRIM your stitching and a fabric piece
into a circle slightly larger than your
hoop. Place the inside hoop beneath the
two pieces and the outer hoop on top.
Centre and press over your work. Pull
taut and tighten the screw.

NOVEMBER 2015

TURN your stitching to the reverse and
cut a piece of felt to fitinside the inner
circle. Place the felt inside the hoop. You
can use a bit of fabric glue to keep it in
place. The felt will pad your stitching, and
stop anything showing through.

USE a glue gun or double-sided tape to
begin attaching the first layer of fabric,
pulling taut as you go. Repeat for the
second layer. Cut a second felt layer to fit
over the back of your hoop. Secure with
glue or small neat stitches.



SEW SEASONAL

Have yourself a very crafty Christmas! Time to
deck the halls with our clever cotton reel wreath...

CrosSiicer oX
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SEW SEASONAL
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Makea...
wreath

Step 1

STITCH each design, making sure it
isinthe centre of the evenweave.

Step 2

MEASURE a cotton reel carefully
to get the exact size. Using these
measurements as a guide, fold
over, and then press the edges of
the evenweave, trimming if
necessary, until the fabric fits
snugly around the reel.

Step 3

WRAP the folded stitching around
the cotton reel, overlapping the
edges. Turn under the raw edge
atthe back, and then catch stitch
the back seam to hold the
stitching in place.

Step 4

COMPLETE all the reels in this way,
and then thread on to a length of
wire. Twist the wire ends together,
before neatening the join at the top
with ribbon.

Derem('m o the <‘r\0~re oi our
cotton reel, you mey hd looL_q
nepter 4o wrap the ree with wadding

begore 72 A'mé the ';Jc'l%()\'tv'\%“w_m______

* Zweigart 28 count Brittney

Evenweave, ref: 3270/100

7.5x10cm (3x4in), for €ach reg|

* Strandeqd Cotton g

. S listed in t
* Size 26 tapestry he key

= eedle
goden Cotton reels, 3x4.5cm
* Wire to make wreath

For Stockist details See page 84

(1¥4x%4in)




MISTLETOE KISSES




Merry Christmas my deers! Our sweet
reindeer cushion is guaranteed to make
your guests smile over the festive season

CrossStitcher 25
NOVEMBER 2015 ;




MISTLETOE KISSES

10 20 30
10 EERCEEE
20 LR R
% 30
L Lre
> - :
50 e
COOTTOTOOTCTOOVIVGOVOOIVTOTEITOTVCOOO00 i 1 MR DS i i e
Designed by: Lucie Heaton am EEEEE: _____EE
Stitch count: 89 high x 118 wide SERECRREEERE SE
Design size: 24x31cm (9%:x12%in) 60 BB EERNEEE DaE BEE
Stitch time: 20 hours O e St
This design was stitched on 19 count SEEEm SRR
evenweave over two threads of the fabric. et s I
COOOOTCOOTOLTOCOOBOCOITTOVOTOOOOTOOOOTOD = -
70 e et
DMC Anchor Madeira :E: ~~~:~:~~~ ;
349 013 212
[@]®] 703 238 1307
pbe| 3700 236 1713
[~]~] blanc 001  white (5)

: .
[—] 349 o013 212 We <k Lehed our Luchion

: red ribbon : _
(5) indicates more than one skein is required OVCV\ %WO {L\V\eﬂdg og 74Y‘[O§0'

4 wice ond chunky

-

NOVEMBER 2015
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- Mataaly

* Zweigart 19 count Arios
ref: 3211/5091, 50x50cm (20x20in)

* Stranded cotton as listed jn the key
« Size 26 tapestry Needle
* Fabric for Cushion back,

44.5x44.5¢m (17V2X17Vzin)

* Cushion pad, 40.5x40,5cm (16x16in)

For stockist details see page 84

TURNTO
PAGE 43
TO LEARN

HOW TO MAKE A
CUSHION

a blue évenweave,
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“Ourgoalisto
createthe cutest
patternsthat
makeyousmile
while stitching!”
sayAmanda
and Ashleigh.

An interview with...

Above: One ofthe company’s popular Pen Pals designs.
Below: The seasons and samplers are biginspirations.

A

b

The Frogted 'Puvmgl(m SJc‘tho\\ewx(

Amanda and Ashleigh, founders of The Frosted Pumpkin Stitchery,
spoke to us about their career as the queens of cute cross stitch!

ust love cute cross stitch? Then
you’ll adore The Frosted
Pumpkin Stitchery. Featuring
adorable motifs, from ice
creams and unicorns to jolly jellyfish,
every Frosted Pumpkin creation has a
unique ‘kawaii’ look. We caught up
with founders Amanda Jennings and
Ashleigh Gilberson to discover their
crafting past and how a college
romance brought them together...

Tell us a bit about yourselves...

Well, Ashleigh (leftin the picture)is
the computer genius of the two of us.
She isalways creating the cutest cross
stitch patterns and graphics.

Her favourite things are boba tea,
the colour pink, speckled yarn,
hand-dyed sparkle fabric and
Christmas. In her free time she loves
spending time with her nieces,
playing with her puppies and going
camping with her fiancé.

NOVEMBER 2015
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Interview by Katie Allen

R O O R R O R O O O O 00

Amanda is the business manager.
She’s always looking for new ways to
grow our business, keeping busy
shippingand receiving orders and
interacting with our customers on
social media.

Her favourite things are iced coffee,
the colour grey, sockyarn, hand-dyed
embroidery floss and Halloween. In
her free time she loves reading, cat
blogs, stationery and bird-watching
with her husband.

Have you always been creative types?
Yes, Amanda loved to paintand draw
asachild. Ashleigh loved to sewand
crochet. She learned to cross stitch
from her grandmotherasakid.

How did you meet and what made you
want to start a business?
Ashleigh was dating (and is now
engaged to!) one of Amanda’s friends
in college. We hit it offinstantly
because we both love crafting. We
both wanted to cross stitch buthad a
hard time finding kawaii patterns
thatwe liked. We soon started
stitching up designs, our friends
wanted to create themaswell....
and the business was born! We spend
ourwinters taking small business
classesand constantlylearning
new things.

As for the name Frosted Pumpkin,
we both love cupcakes and autumn
-it’samash-up of the two!



Kawaii means cutein Japanese. After
struggling tofind suitably ‘kawaii’ charts
inthe USA, the pair designed theirown.

We love the relaxing feeling
of making each individual stitch until
it turns into a completed project

Have there been any amazing or tricky
moments along the way?
Copyright hasbeen a tricky thing.
So many people don't realise that you
can’'t upload a copyrighted chart to
Pinterest or file-sharing sites.
Butwealso getalot ofamazing
feedback from our customers. Many
ofour customers are first-time cross
stitchers who are now addicted or
folks who learned to stitch as kids
and are now retired and want
something unique toworkon.It’sa
great feeling having so many people
so passionate about your work.

How do you come up with your kits?
Our kits are based on patterns which
sell the best; it’s all down to what our
customers like.Ifa pattern reachesa
certain level, we'll turn itinto a kit
like the Sugar is Sweet Sampleror 12
Days of Christmas.

Where did your Pen Pals pattern
collection come from?
Pen Pals came from our love of

stationery. We are both big fans of
the company kikki.Kwhich makes
Scandinavian-style stationery.
Frosted Pumpkin meetings almost
always take place using their big
paper calendars and paper planners.
We also love the online penpal
community and the hashtags
#plannerlove & #pocketletters on
Instagram. We live a few hours away
from each other sowe are constantly
popping little envelopes full of cute
stuffin the mail. We decided it would
be fun to create a series of patterns
each month dedicated to our love of
paper and stamps.

What do you love the most

about cross stitch?

We love everythingabout it; from
picking hand-dyed fabrics from
Picture This Plus, to pretty threads,
toall the cute notions. We love the
relaxing feeling of making each
individual stitch untilit turnsintoa
completed project. It’sa very low-key
craft that travels anywhere! It’salso a

INSPIR

]1 A 5

ING PEOPLE

Theduoarebasedinthe
Northem Californian
countryside,wherethey
createbothpatternsand
Kitsfortheircustomers.:

blast to see all of our customers’

projects on Instagram with
the #thefrostedpumpkin
stitchery hashtag!

Describe a typical day in the life of
Frosted Pumpkin.

Amandaisan earlyriser and answers
emails fora few hours in the
morning. Then she shipsall orders
thatcame in during the night.
Typically we'll call each other after
lunch and brainstorm new projects,
arrange supply orders and chatwith
the folks we workwith. Ashleigh isa
night owl and will work on the
graphics, designing new chartsand
playing around with new colour
palettes into the wee hours. Our
business is our full-time job, we are
constantly challenging ourselves and
designing cuter stuff!

What are your plans for the business?
Our plansare to keep growing! We
love Halloween and Christmas so
this year we have two really special
events planned for those. We want to
travel more and meet more of our
customers face to face too!

www.thefrostedpumpkinstitchery.com
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FU LL.OF
festive

CHEER

We’ve got Christmas all wrapped up
—use our labels to transform jars into
fun ways to present your presents!



FULL OF FESTIVE CHEER
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Designed by: Lesley Teare Stitch count: 36 high x50 wide 1 DMC Anchor Madeira
Design size: 6.5x9cm (2%x3Y%in) Stitch time: 2 hours each i Cross stitch in two strands
These designs were stitched on 14 count aida. 165 278 1414

2[2] 200 109 803
(ala] 470 267 1502
~I~] 743 030 2294
746 275 101
®l®l 958 187 1114
3607 087 708
3608 060 709

- [xIx] 3853 1003 31

3854 313 2301

|

—| 310 403 black

—| 470 267 1502

: flower stems
- [—/ 3608 060 709
stitches, butterflies

Backstitch in one strand

- [—I1 310 403 black

patterns, outlines

French knots in two strands

(@387 m2 713

butterflies, pins
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Makea...
jar wrap

Step 1

MEASURE the diameter of your jar
carefully before you start stitching,
adding on a small amount for the
overlap at the back. Cut your aida
fabric to this size.

Step 2

STITCH your jar labelin the
centre of the aida fabric.

Step 3

FOLD your completed jar label
lengthways on the wrong side of
the fabric, bringing the long edges
together. Machine stitch along this
seam, making a tube. Press flat

so that the stitched label is at the
front of your jar.

Step 4

FOLD in the fabric at either end of
the wrap and then press in place.
Catch stitch the ends closed, then
stitch a length of double-sided tape
to both ends of the wrap to hold it

-
-
.

]
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around the jar.
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FULL OF FESTIVE CHEER
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* Zweigart 14 count white
ref: 3706/100, M.5cm (4
around jar plys Overlap

. S.tranded cotton as listed jn the key
* Size 26 tapestry needje
For stockist details see page 84
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FULL OF FESTIVE CHEER

v
v

v vive

wiv[v[v|

2

x

X% x
v x|w

2

O =0

x®

CrossStitcher otestey Teare |

»|x

2

x
A

40"

gL

»

habhd

A

~ 0| x
~l 0| x

ojojojojo

x

x| X
&

hdhdhd

v

30"

[v[w]w[v]*

v

ojojojojojofofojofofjajojojo

=

A0

A\

&

®

la[x]alola

Qla|X|A|C|alxla
A

Po|x|alolalx]a

'20

hdbdbdb AL AL ARILINS

v ¥V vvveryvyey

v viveww

hd hdhadhdhd

v

hdhdbd

&

x
L4

10

4

mll~fOjojojojofofofojojojojofojofofofojojojojojojojojojojojojojojo
~l~l~lplOfo(OJOjOJO|OJOjOJO|(OJO|ORO|OJO|0OJOJORO|OQOQO|OJO|OQOj0OQO|0

~| |~[0f0ojo[ojojojojofjojojo|ofjol0O

~|ml~foflojofofojojojofojojo|ojojofofofojojojojojojojojojofofo]o
~lml~lpflO|o|(O|OjOfjO|O|(O)jO|C|0O|O|jO|O|CJO|0|OJO0|0|O|O0|O|O|O|O|O|0O

e

ojojojojo

b
x
hd
2

A

x
b
b

2

bl
x
v

2

v Vv

T

>
v

E

i

vivvew

10

30

¥
Aw
oS o v—
-+ S 3 25
VS £ sDe
a\O.nOh/\.qu
a&e.lrl’b
\r ¥ S v
v L e ¥ s—cb
v = \Vid <
S 2 @ < S =
‘= - S _<
S J odhz % 2
D\yé@W&.M
S S ¥ o =S
DS QDS
LRI
>

NOVEMBER 2015



Y ] ] .]
Drop us a line to pin your projects into our album!
Email your photos to cr titcher nni k or write

to us at CrossStitcher, PO Box 172, Northam, EX39 9DY
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w Pay £19.39
every 6 issues

“ Save 35% on
the shop price

“ Free delivery
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© Pay £24.39 every 6 issues

' Save 35% on the shop price

* Save 81% on digital access

" Access your Magazine on
the go, wherever YOou are

“im v . " Free delivery
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY

SAVE 35% - pay just £19.39 every 6 issues for the Print Only Package
OR pay just £24.39 every 6 issues for the Print +Digital Package*

Overseas readers see page 87

*Available on iPad, iPhone and Kindle Fire
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MERRY & BRIGHT

Our rockin’ robin’s ready to give your
home seasonal style. Have fun making
his matching mistletoe decoration too!

Designed by: Durene Jones
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MERRY & BRIGHT
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DMC Anchor Madeira
Cross stitch in two strands
164 240 1209
310 403 black
414 235 1801
435 1046 2010
1 700 228 1304
702 239 1306
817 013 21
898 360 2006
B5200 001 white

Backstitch in two strands

— 700 228 1304

— 817 o013 211
—| 898 360 2006

'—| B5200 001  white

French knots in two strands

| ® | 214 235 1801

. [ ®] 898 360 2006

i -u;‘z‘.p‘bj 'ﬁ”%“’:—":J‘
3] w Tt
T‘f.‘, A7

(hoose & jpbr’w to match (our

Aecor - \
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Stitch count: 87 high x 115 wide
Design size: 15x20cm (6x8in)
Stitch time: 17 hours

This design was stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.

GOCOUCOOCOOOOROORLOCOOTOO0OLIOROORO0O000

Matanints

Cushion

. Zweigart 28 count Brittney cream
evenweave, ref: 3270/779,
25.5x30.5¢cm (10x12in)

. Stranded cotton as listed in the key

. Size 26 tapestry needle

« Fabric for cushion back, 23x28cm (9x11in)

« Toy stuffing

For stockist details see page 84

ok COU

|4 chidch 4his on
f@le blue evenweave, 4"" examr e

Make a...
cushion

Step 1

CUT the stitched cushion front the
same size as the backing fabric.
Place the cushion front on top of the
back, with right sides together.

Step 2

MACHINE stitch around the
edge of the cushion, with a 2cm
(%4in) seam allowance, leaving a
gap for turning.

Step 3

TURN the cushion to the right side,
fill with toy stuffing (or a cushion
pad) and then sew up the gap with
small neat stitches.

CrossStitcher 43
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MERRY & BRIGHT

Stitch count: 45 high x40 wide
Design size: 7.5x7cm (3x2%4in)
Stitch time: 2 hours

This design was stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.

Make a... hanging
decoration

Step 1

STITCH the mistletoe on to one of the
smaller pieces of evenweave fabric.
Place the stitched mistletoe on top of the
backing fabric, with right sides together.

Step 2

MACHINE stitch around the stitched
mistletoe, just outside the design area,
leaving a gap at the side for turning. Trim
some of the seam allowance away, then clip
the curves, taking care not to cut the design.

Step 3

TURN to the right side, fill with toy
stuffing and then sew up the gap with
small neat stitches.

Step 4

ATTACH a length of ribbon to the top of the
decoration for hanging, then add a small
bow and bells threaded on to string.

- - AREEEEEEEEES Make the mictletoe
10 20 30 !E ‘a0 ]
Aecoration jor (our J
Ohrigtmas Aree - \)“‘;JC 2
bellc and & ribhon bow\noé
FreJan( j‘m’tq\\lng fouches
=‘. - .[.)eCOration .
: $ess " 2weigart 28 count g
: a 8 : E s | evenweave, rc ec:‘ u;;sgj ;r;eg)y .
H eielelelsisiais 1 Sisesieieisielel ;W016X12Cm (6x5in)pieces:
£ ST Topsuting 1S ey
] . EEEE N EEEEEEESEEEEEEEEE * Red checked ribbon for hoyy
I I I i e Cream ribbon for hanger

* Gold bells, threaded on string
: For stockist details see page 84
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. Saving up for Christmas? Put your pennies in our felt
piggy bank and fatten him up for the festive season!
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THIS LITTLE PIGGY
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x| % PLACE the waste canvas just right
30 d of centre on the pig front. Tack to
A the felt. Stitch in the normal way,
I's B working over the canvas threads,
CrossStitcher @ emma congdon _
IEEEEEEEEEEEE using two strands of stranded

cotton for the cross stitch.

Step 3

REMOVE the tacking stitches, and

then using a water spray bottle, wet
This design was stitched on felt using 14 count waste canvas. the canvas before pulling out the

Designed by: Emma Congdon Stitch count: 31high x41wide
Design size: 5.5x7.5cm (2x3in) Stitch time: 4 hours

threads with tweezers.

For an even b‘lgéer

DMC Anchor Madeira : 46§‘€[V€ i(AV\A) W\.\( ho‘(:
chitch the design on

470 267 1502 eVERWEONE, then weap 14

498 1005 51 s J =

666 046 210 pround & J”‘ M JM\
677 886 2207 |

829 906 2113 - T e
904 258 1413
3705 035 410

* Green felt, two 16x22cm
(6><83Au‘n) Pieces
* 14 count waste Canvas, 10x10cm
. S'tranded cotton as listeq inth
* Size 26 tapestry Needle )
For stockist details see Page 84

(4x4in)
key
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Temr(ajce

Use your
template at 100%

Makea...
piggy bank

Step 1

CUT out the pig shape carefully
on the tacking lines. Cut a small slit
in the centre of the felt, just above
the stitching.

Step 2

USE the template to cut a second
pig shape from the other piece of
felt. Place the front and back
pieces together, pin, then tack
around the edge.

Step 3

MACHINE stitch around the pig
shape, justin from the cut edge.
Press carefully under a damp cloth.

CrossStitcher 47
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WINTER WARMERS




Mmmm... As the weather
turns chilly, cosy up with our fun
collection of hot choc treats...

Designed by: Lucie Heaton
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WINTER WARMERS
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Stitch count: 114 high x 116 wide
Design size: 23x23cm (9x9in)
Stitch time: 25 hours

This design was stitched on 25 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.

OO OOOUUCOOOUOOOCOOOLOCOOOOCQOOTOCOLT

* Zweigart 25 count Lugana chocolate
evenweave, ref- 3835/9024
40x40cm (16x16in) ,

* Stranded cotton as listed in the ke

* Size 26 tapestry Needle ’
* 30.5x32cm (12x121/2in)
* Mount board to fityou
For stockist details see

wooden frame
rframe

Page 84

o1



WINTER WARMERS

Houw to... frame a picture

Step 1

. - .

N S - . »
. - .
i y 5 », - N
i ) : " ‘-! |
YRR VAL I
o B /- “

CUT a piece of white mount board

to fit inside your frame. Place your design
centrally over the mount board and pin
the fabric around the board to secure,
starting at the centre of each side and
working outwards.

CrossStitcher .5

NOVEMBER 2015

Step 2

PIN around the entire perimeter and
check you are happy with the positioning
of your design, then turn over to the
reverse. Use double-sided tape to
secure the fabric excess around all

four sides.

DMC Anchor Madeira

Cross stitch in two strands (mug/bag)
274 1803
403  black
013 212 (2)
oM 214 (2)
305 109
303 14

744 301 12
22| 813 161

1013
@[®| 818 073 502
0[0l 827 160 1014

839 1086 1913

840 1084 1912
841 1082 19M
(=I=] 506 256 1411(2)
907 255 1410
'3[3] 3716 025 606
019] planc 001 white (2)

French knots in two strands

. . ® | 839 1086 1913

Step 3

SECURE the fabric edges with masking
tape and remove the pins. Position your
stitching in the frame and back with a
second piece of mount board. Seal the
edges with more masking tape to

finish off.



o 2,_3{.-4!1:;' e
e ;”.“.ﬂ‘:!t&‘x?j-dz’.
th
I 42

10 30 50
Y |
4|+ H[H[H[H]H]H|Ho[o|o]ala]afa clofolofo]e|+{+]+ +Hlajalajalo{o]o|+[+]+[H]+]|+H|+H][+]+
+{+|+]+]+|+{ofofole|o[alala ole|ojolo]o|+]{+]+ +alafajo|ojojo]of+]+ i
+(+|+|+|+|o|ofojofo|o]ofala olo|ojofo]e|+{+[+ +lalafololofo|ofo]o|+[+]{+]|+[+]+]+][+
+l4+|+|+|+[+]+|c|o|ojojo]ojo|o|als olo|o|o|o]o|+]+]|+ +(ajajojofo|ojo|o|o]o|+]+|+]|++]+|+
++|+|+[+[+|olofofo]ofoo]o|m]ala olofo|ofofol+]|+[+ +lalalsiclofo|ofojo|o|of+[+[+|+]+[+ |
+[{+|ojofo|ofojo]o]o A olo|ojofofo|+{+|+ +|a olofofofololo|o[+]+]+ |
+ +|+|ajajeje|ofojo]o olojojojojol+i+|+ + Qlofojojojojalaft]t
+ +|alajajajolojofo olojololo]o|+|+]|+ olojojojajalalal+
al+|alalalalalafo]o olojojoo]o|+]+]|+ ojojalalalalalal+la |
10 Alalajalajalajala ololojofofol+{+|+ alalalalalalalala |
alalalalalajala ololofofofo|+][+[+ alalafalalalala
Alh|alafajala olojajojojo +|+|+ slajajajajala
Alalafajala + olojojofofo|+l+|+[+I+ Alolalalhla
Alk|alala + olo|ofofofo|+{+|+][+]+ + AlAlA A4 |
b kb a|a & + ojojofofojo +|+]+ +| & bk kA kA |
Alkldlaalaiala . +[+ oo [t [ e [ e o | o (R +(ala Alalalalala ala |
Alh(alaafa aiala/afajaiaialajala o 0 A e D - +[ala Ala alalalalalaialal
» <
20 = ==
alalalalafalalalalafalalaiafalafal+]+ ~ e e s e S R S R Flajafala afa/ajaa ajafalala s afa
Al a|aalaajalajalalalajala + #+ fond Kl ol Rl e il e Bl s Flafaaalaaaalan aalalaalaala
Al k(ala|afalalafalafalala alajala olo|ojofofo|+]{+[+ Hlalafala alalaja s alalajafaa afa
Alhlalajafalalalalafaialaalajala olo|ojofofo|+{+[+ Flalalala blalaja s alafajala s ala
Alalalajafaialalajafalala alajala olo|ojofofo|+{+|+ Flalalala alajaja s alafalala s ala
Alklalajalaialafajafalalaialajala olo|ofofo]o|+]+|+ Hlajafalaafajaja s alafajalaaala
30 alalalalalalalalalajalalalalalalalofolojofolofofolelofoloofojolofololojolololalalalalajajalalalalalajalalalala
alalalalalalalafalafalalajalalafalofofe]ofofofofofoofofofo]efolofo]ofojololofajalajalafalajalalafafalafajajafa
alalalalafalalalalajalalalafalafalofole]ofofofofefolofofolo]efolofolo]ofolofofalalajalafalajalalajalalajajalafa
alalalalafalalalalafjalalalafalafalofofe]ofofofofe|o]ofofalo]efolofolo]afololofalalajalalalajalalajalalajajalafa
alalalalalalalalalajalalajalalala|ofefo]ofofofofjofe|o|o|o]ofefe]o|o]ofojo]|olojajalalalalalalajalalalalajajalala
A
¥,
p\mbtllﬂher'@mcie Heaton ||
i i 1 T Y O T
[ TT T T T TTTTTT1

Find o mug with o wice ()\uv}[u(
handle so thot the wros will
g‘llc Jc\\woug\\ the 90

Mugwrap :
. Zweigart 28 count Brittney white

evenweave, ref: 3270100,

16.5cm (6Y2in) X Mug circumference
. Stranded cotton as listed inthe key
. Size 26 tapestry needle
For stockist details see page 84
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Stitch count: 34 high x 56 wide
Design size: 7x11cm (2%x4%in)
Stitch time: 5hours

This design was stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.

Make a... mug wrap

MEASURE the diameter of your mug
carefully before you start stitching, adding
on a small amount for the overlap at the
back of the mug. Cut your fabric to this size.

STITCH Santa in the centre of your fabric.

FOLD your completed Santa lengthways on
the wrong side of the fabric, bringing the long
edges together. Machine stitch along this
seam, making a tube. Press flat so that the
stitched Santa is at the front.

FOLD in the fabric at either end of the band
and then press in place. Catch stitch the
band ends closed, then stitch a length of
double-sided tape to both ends of the band
to hold it around the mug.

CrossStitcher 5 3
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WINTER WARMERS

Makea...
sachet bag

Step 1

COMPLETE your stitched design,
which should be stitched centrally
and towards the bottom of one
piece of fabric.

Step 2

PLACE the stitched front and back
bag pieces right sides together
and then machine stitch around
three sides of the bag, leaving the
top open. Turn the bag through to
the right side.

Step 3
REMOVE a few threads at the top

of the bag to create a frayed edge.
Your bag is ready for filling.
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Stitch count: 50 high x30 wide
Design size: 10x6cm (4x2%in)
Stitch time: 2 hours

This design was stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.
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Sachet bag

* Zweigart 28 count Brittney white
evenweave, ref: 3270/100,
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DELIVERY

Santa stop here! Surprise your
family with our personalised present
sack, straight from the North Pole
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CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

GOOCOUOOUOOCOOLOO0OCOONOOLOOLOOOOLOO0O00
Designed by: Felicity Hall
stitch count: 173 high x 115 wide
Design size: 30x20cm (12x8in)
Stitch time: 49 hours

This design was stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.

GO OO OO OOOOOOQOOOOCOOOOCO00

DMC Anchor Madeira

666 046 210 (12)

(12) indicates more than one skein is required

Makea...
Santa sack

Step 1

COMPLETE all the cross stitch using four
strands of stranded cotton over two threads
of fabric, making sure the designis in the
centre of the fabric, with the long edges

at the top and the bottom.

Step 2

FOLD the fabric to be used for the bag top
in half lengthways, then press. Turn under
the long edges on both the front and back
of the strip.

Step 3

PLACE the raw edge at the top of the
stitched bag between the folded bag
top. Machine stitch along the edge,
making sure the bag is held tightly by
the stitching. All the raw edges at the
top of the bag will be inside the bag top.

Step 4

WITH right sides facing, sew up the centre
back seam, then neaten on the inside. Iron the
bag so that the design is at the centre front and
the seam centre back.

Step 5
STITCH across the bottom of the bag then
neaten the seam. Turn to the right side.

CrossStitcher .5
NOVEMBER 2015
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’ Designed by: Susan Penny Stitch count: 29 highx39 wid i

: esigne dusan renn 1tch count: 1 X39wide Fidsdad
310 403 black gnedby y Sttc nt: 29 hig Ha:
leg : Design size: 4.5x6cm (1%4x2%in) Stitch time: 7hours T
433 371 2008 This design was stitched on 32 count linen over two threads of the fabric. .ﬂ;;;*}-
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ERC R ()1I\C NEXT

936 846 1507 Step 1
pine needies WORK all the cross stitch in two M U N-l-H
3755 939 909 strands of stranded cotton over % ole

show : two threads of the linen, and the
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French knots in one strand backstitch and French knots in We'll feature the final designiin ety
! onestrand. Susan’s set of three festive cards LS
(@] 310 403 black | e
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: LEE
II\ 931 921 171 : TRIM the stitched linen to fit your atelit
eye : card, with the design placed 3
i)

.'L.f,

Seed beads centrally behind the aperture.

(O] white . Step3

ATTACH double-sided tape to

snow i
: the inside of the card around the
edge of the aperture.
Step 4 i
Tke V\'[ bbo h bo W PLACE the stitching on the December issue 299
( table right-side up, and then Christmas wreath
W\ﬂvLeq 0‘ OVG place the card on top, pressing
- - k down firmly. Issue 299 goes on sale 13th
0'4(0( [‘ewh ‘(:0 % ¢ November, so don’t miss it! And

00*7‘0() 0.{{@()\60( W-l‘H\ Step 5 don’t worry if you missed Susan’s

CHECK which flap will fold over angel card from issue 297; turn to

* gew héﬁ*“? ‘;‘Fl‘lﬁbkeg on to the back of the stitching, page 80 to order a back issue.

then add strips of double-sided
tape and press firmly in place.



SECRET SANTA

Sa,nta

It’s the night before Christmas and in
our cute picture from Permin, Santa’s
adding a few festive finishing touches

6 CrossStitcher ...
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Designed by, Permin DMC Anchor Madeira DMC Anchor Madeira
stitch count: 122 high x98 wide Cross stitch in two strands Cross stitch in two strands

162 159 903 931 921 1M
310 403  black 3325 129 1002
321 019 510 3755 939 909
336 150 1007 [XIX] 3853 1003 311
352 009 303 3856 368 2309

606 335 209

648 900 1814 |[—| 310 403 black
742 303 114
780 309 2214 | ——1321 019 510

815 043 513 —] 336 150 1007
824 143 1010

826 161 1012 |— 780 309 2214
844 1041 1810

Design size: 22.5x18cm (9x7in)
Stitch time: 40 hours

This design was stitched on
14 count aida fabric.

Houw fto... frame
in a flexi-hoop

Step 1

TRIM your stitching into an oval
slightly larger than your hoop.

Step 2

CENTRE over the inner hoop and press
the outer hoop down over your fabric.

Step 3

PULL your fabric taut, then on the
back secure to the inner hoop with

glue or double-sided tape. ) ) k gm&ller
t1c {lest hoops work best wit
et e w{tl«e ‘é‘h]‘!" choose ¢ bm%kic colour

CUT an oval of felt the same size as Aeq l V\g

your hoop. Place over the back of the ‘(:0 (/oW\rlCW\CV\‘e KOMV\ g‘é-[‘{:b .l V\g

stitching and secure it to the fabric
with small neat stitches.
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JECEMBER DAY

Make this year’s countdown to Christmas a crafty
one with our adorable Advent motif collection
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Designed by: Jenny Barton

Make an... Advent bag

Step 1

CUT a 38x14cm (15x5%2in) strip from the tea towel
for each bag. Fold the strip in half across the short
side — this fold is the bottom of the bag.

Step 2
MACHINE the stitched patch on to the bag, sewing
around the four sides close to the stitching. -

Step 3

TURN over the two short edges to create
channels and machine stitch each in place.

Step 4

PLACE right sides together, then sew up the side
seams leaving a small gap on one side at the top
for adding the string.

Step 5

TURN out to the right side. Now using a large
eyed needle, thread two lengths of string through
the channel at the top of the bag, starting and
finishing on the side where you left a gap. Pull up
the string and tie in a bow.
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Make a... stitched patch

Step 1 i Step 2

COMPLETE all the cross stitch CUT around each design,

of your chosen block using two leaving several threads outside
strands of stranded cotton the last row of stitching. Carefully
over two threads of fabric, and pull out the threads, creating a

then the backstitch in one and frayed edge, leaving one thread ; 'Hr
ity
i

: f 3 Vol
two strands. ! outside the stitched area. b i f g‘ﬂf
y g
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Craft fancy

festive cards

Nothing beats a handmade card at Christmas and these
clever ideas are fun to make and brilliant stash-busters too...
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STITCHED STAG

By using a contrasting colour of card, you can
create this striking effect with justafewstitches

hristmas is such a special time
for stitchers as we enjoy
creating handmade cards for
loved ones. So here’s a trio of
fancy card ideas for you to try. Quick
to make, they'll use up scraps from
your stitching stash, so they won’t
blow the budget either. Try our stag
bauble design which is stitched
directly on to card so there’s no need
for fabric! Next is a fabric Christmas
tree topped off with a stitched star,
and finally a fun shaker card. Now
there’s no excuse not to get started
early on your cards this year - enjoy!

FESTIVE SHAKER CARD

Your recipients will love this mini snowy landscape ] - -
thatcanbe shakentostartthe snowfalling SO L

. . . . . .
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Step 1 Step 3

TAKE two 12x12cm pieces of
patterned fabrics and fuse them
together with bondaweb to
create a piece of pretty
double-sided fabric. Next, draw a
semi-circle, with a diameter of
9cm, on to one side of the fabric
and then carefully cut out.

FOLD this centre corner point ‘A’
back on itselfto meet the straight

START to create the fabric

! Christmastree shape by folding

the left-hand corner to the centre,

: ‘A, matching up the straight edge.

: Once you are happy thatyou've

folded accurately and neatly, you
can press firmly with aniron to
create a permanent fold.

fold created in step 2, shown
here, ‘B’. As you can see this
creates the top part of the
Christmas tree. Press firmly with

fold in place too.

HOW TO... STITCH DIRECTLY ON TO CARD

Stitching straight on to card can create a very effective look
Step 3

Step 2

SR It L
COPY the heart design from the
chartonto a separate sheet of
graph paper. Use simple crosses
to indicate where to stitch, as we
have here. Choose some
coloured card to contrast with
your stitching. Decide where
you'd like to position your design.

PLACE the coloured cardonto a
piece of craft foam — this will act
as a cushion whenyou are
piercing the card —followed by
the design, which should siton
top. Startto carefully pierce the
design through the card with a
sharp pin.

FINISH piercing the design, then
start to stitch the design with
simple cross stitches. A sharp
embroidery needle, and two
strands of cotton should cover

¢ willhelpto keep the reverse of
i the card nice and smooth.

w==== PAPER AND STRING — = s
www.paper-and-string.co.uk

There’s a colourful mix of

trimmings, buttons, and craft ﬁ

paperand-string limited

supplies totemptyou here, plus
some wonderful Christmas fabrics
toinspire youto makethe
wonderful folded fabric tree!

T e, s s S S
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aniron to permanently secure this

the card well and a loop knot start

HOW TO... FOLD A FABRIC CHRISTMAS TREE

Use up pretty fabric scraps to make a stylish tree card
Step 2

Step 4

folded side is face down. Now
fold this side back onitselfto
meetthe straight edge ofthe
semi-circle, ‘C’,to complete the
tree.Iron firmly and if needed, trim
the curved base ofthe tree to
eventhe edge.

Step 4

CONTINUE working the design
until itis complete. When it comes
to working the backstitch and
running stitch on the bauble
design, use graph paper to help
pierce the bauble outline —this
will help to keep even spacing
between the stitches.

IF YOU LIKED THESE, YOU'LL LOVE..

FRED ALDOUS

www.fredaldous.co.uk

. You canfind justaboutanything on
this website for all your crafting
needs, from cards to adhesives and
more, including handy packs of
acetate —which you'llneed to make
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MAKE... A CHRISTMAS SHAKER CARD

Shaker cards are lots of fun and this one features cross stitch too!
Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

A & [ : B "
CUT a 7x7cm piece of card with a CREATE the ‘well’ ofthe card, PREPARE the stitched design ADD a sprinkling of beads — Mill
4x4cm aperture —check the which will allow the beads to to gointhe well. To do this, start Hill Petite beads are ideal as
dimensions of your stitching for shake and move. To do this, stick by trimming it and sticking it on they’re so small —into the well of
this. Place strips of double-sided foam pads or strips close to the to a piece of card measuring the window, created in step 2.
tape tothereverse,andstick a aperture window. You need to 7x7cm, using double-sided tape. Remove the paper backing from
piece of acetate measuring make sure there aren’tany gaps Check the positioning of the the foam pads and position and
6x6¢cm ontop to create the between the pads, to prevent stitched design by placing the stick the design in place. This will
window of your shaker card. any beads from escaping! aperture on top. contain the beads too!
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TRIMCRAFT OURPINTEREST BOARD
www.trimcraftdirect.com www.pinterest.com/

xstitchmagazine

Visit our Pinterest board to
find a special board dedicated
to The Savvy Stitcher. You can
pin all these designs and find
inspiration for more!

For afestive selection of paperand
cards, plus lots of other crafting
goodies and projectstoo, take a
look online at Trimcraft's user-
friendly website for lots more
Christmassy card making ideas!
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Crosstitcher

BACK ISSUES

Missed an issue? Order your back issues in print or as
digital editions today and keep on cross stitching!
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\ ) http://dennis.subscribeonline.co.uk/
—  back-issues
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*Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone
company’s access charge.

Issue 296 - September 2015 Issue 297 « October 2015

- - e — — — — — — — — — N, - — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Find even more back
issues in digital format!
Search for CrossStitcher
in the App Store for
iPad and iPhone
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£ Download on the
® A pp Store

Go to Zinio for
Android or PC/Mac
http://bit.ly/1uiBDQf
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TOOLS OF THE TRADE
NEEDLES

For basic stitching you’ll need a tapestry needle
thathas ablunttip and large eye. Use asize 24
needle for mostaidas, and a size 26 for evenweaves
and linens. Use a sharp embroidery needle for

finer details such as backstitch and French knots.

EMBROIDERY SCISSORS

Embroidery scissors are an absolute must-have for
stitchers and can be picked up for just a few pounds.
Keep yours sharp by only using them to cut threads
—thatway a decent pair should last you a lifetime.

ot

STRANDED COTTON

Embroidery thread is also commonly referred

to as stranded cotton. Each thread length is made
up of six strands of cotton twisted together. The
chartkey willindicate how many strands you’ll
need to stitch your design with.

HOOPS AND FRAMES

Though not absolutely essential, we do recommend
using an embroidery hoop or frame to keep an even
stitching tension. Just make sure it’s big enough to
fityour entire design.

= T 0 O O T T T i

Aidais anideal choice for cross stitch beginners.
14 count is the most common, althoughit’s
available in a huge variety of colours and counts.
Each cross stitch is worked over a single aida block,
making counting and keeping your place a cinch.

EVENWEAVE

Evenweave is much simpler to work with thanyou
might think. Start with a 25 or 28 count evenweave,
such as Zweigart Lugana. Once you’re confident,
try your hand atalinenversion.




THE CHART THE KEY

DMC Anchor Madeira

START stitching from the centre of the Cross stitch in two strands ALL THE symbols that

design and your fabric. The centre of appear on the chart
our charts are indicated by arrows at : 602 057 061 | arelistedinthe key
the designs’ edges. To find your fabric’s : - i i
lgns’ edges. To find yourfabric's 741 314 0202 | ‘\Withtheir
centre, fold it in half and into quarters. ! IEE : corresponding
: 3799 236 1713 1 thread codes

[aTa] 3839 176 0906 | besidethem.The
EE| 3840 120 0907 | key also tells you the

N different stitches
Backstitch in one strand used in the design.

— 3799 236 1713

butterfly antennae

Colour match

. INTHE key, the closest
EI 3838 940 0905 column of thread codes

all other details

listed next to the chart
symbols is the thread
brand that’s used in the design. Similar
colour matches are listed alongside it.

Ha

French knots in one strand

Reading the chart
EACH square on the chart represents

a single cross stitch. Fractionals are half
filled squares or squares filled with two
different colours.

Start stitching... on aida

(@] 3799 236 1713

butterfly antennae

i Step 2
CUT a 40cm thread length, and thread MAKE a second diagonal stitch to THE direction of your diagonals is up to
your needle with two of the six strands. complete your first cross. Alternatively, you, just be sure all your stitches cross
Knot one end and start with a waste you can work a row of half cross in the same direction. Otherwise, your
knot (opposite). Make a diagonal half stitches first, then work back on design will look uneven. Continue
cross stitch across a single aida block. yourself to complete the stitches. working from the centre outward.

Start stitching... on evenweave
Step 1 i Step 2

INSTEAD of taking your needle MAKE a second diagonal stitch to CONTINUE working from the centre of

diagonally across a single aida block, complete your first cross stitch. Work your design outward. If you find the
take your needle diagonally across two each stitch individually or work a row of extra counting a bit daunting at first,
evenweave threads, creating a half half cross stitches, then work back on don’t give up. We promise it’'ll become

cross stitch as before. + yourselfto complete the stitches. : second nature in notime.



BACKSTITCH

Use this easy stitch to give a neat outline and add details
Step 1

& 4

e
g gl i

WORK your backstitch using a sharp WORK your backstitch over about 1-3 FOR each additional stitch, bring your

needle, once you've finished the cross chart squares at a time, making sure to needle up 1-3 chart squares away from
stitch. To secure your thread, weave it closely follow the chart. Any longer and your previous stitch. Then pass it back
through the back of your stitches, then your stitches could end up becoming through the fabric at the same point as
bring your needle up to the surface. ! loose and pulling out. 5 your previous stitch.

WASTE KNOT

A simple way to get started stitching
Step 1 i Step 2 i Step 3

. Reverse of fabric - verw

srewaien

KNOT one end of your thread andtake ;| BEGIN stitching your design, making

ONCE you’re happy that your starting

it down through the front of your fabric, sure you're stitching over your starting thread is secure, snip off the knot. To
about 2cm from your starting point. i thread with each stitch. You can work ! secure your thread when you've

Then bring it back up to the front of i whole stitches or work half stitches then | finished stitching, weave it through the
your fabric to make your first stitch. i come back on yourself. ! back of your stitches as shown here.

FRENCH KNOTS

Go dotty with this simple way to add neat knots to your designs

Step 1 i Step 2 i Step 3
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USE a sharp embroidery needle to help HOLD your thread end firmly and take KEEP your thread as taut as possible
pierce the fabric. Bring your needle up your needle down, ever so slightly over to prevent the knot becoming loose.

at your starting point and wrap your from where you came up. Slide the Gently pull your thread through to
thread once or twice around the needle. ! twistedthread down the needle, soit . tighten the knot, so that it sits neatly on
Use one strand for asmall knotandtwo : rests onthe fabric’s surface,and gently | the surface. And remember, if you don’t

for a slightly chunkier knot. feed the needle through the fabric. : getitright away, keep practising!
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Getstarted

For stitching fabric, threads and all the basic supplies you need, try one of these top stockists...

WILLOW FABRICS
www.willowfabrics.co.uk

0800 056 781

Forevenweave, aida and all kinds
of stitching fabrics

BARNYARNS
www.barnyarns.co.uk
0176 569 0069

For Anchor, DMC and Madeira threads and

all kinds of haberdashery supplies

COTTON PATCH
www.cottonpatch.co.uk

0121702 2840

For stuffing, wadding, interfacing,
Bondaweb, scissors and all kinds of
haberdashery supplies

Your projects

You can make our projects using any materials you like, but if you need help tracking down specific

JOHN JAMES NEEDLES
www.jjneedles.com

01527830941

For all kinds of needles and needlle packs

SIESTA FRAMES
www.siestaframes.com

0120 2813363

For stitching frames, hoops and lamps

CLOUD CRAFT
www.cloudcraft.co.uk
For100% wool felt in lots of colours

JOSY ROSE
WWwWw.josyrose.com

For buttons, beads and all kinds
of embellishments

items here are a few hints. Contact details for the suppliers are above or on the opposite page.

GET YOUR SKATES ON
Zweigart 28 count Brittney
white evenweave, ref: 3270/100:
Willow Fabrics

Toy stuffing: Hobbycraft

MISTLETOE KISSES

Zweigart 19 count Ariosa blue
evenweave, ref: 3211/5091: Willow Fabrics
Cotton backing fabric: Cotton Patch
Cushion pad: John Lewis

WINTER WARMERS

Zweigart 28 count Brittney white
evenweave, ref: 3270/100: Willow Fabrics
Zweigart 25 count Lugana chocolate
evenweave, ref: 3835/9024: Willow Fabrics
Wooden frame: eFrame

Mount board: Fred Aldous

SANTA’S LITTLE HELPERS

Zweigart 32 count Murano blue
evenweave, ref: 3984/503:

Willow Fabrics

Beige aperture cards: Craft Creations

FESTIVE FLURRY

Zweigart 28 count Trento

blue evenweave, ref: 3453/5072:
Willow Fabrics

Cotton backing fabric: Cotton Patch
Wooden embroidery hoop: The Makery

CrossStitcher ..
N_OVEMBER 2015

CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Zweigart 28 count Brittney mocha
evenweave, ref: 3270/779: Willow Fabrics
Cotton patterned fabric: Cotton Patch

SECRET SANTA

Permin 14 count white aida:
Michael Whitaker Fabrics
Flexi hoop: Sew and Sew

MERRY & BRIGHT

Zweigart 28 count Brittney cream
evenweave, ref: 3270/779: Willow Fabrics
Cotton backing fabric: Cotton Patch

Toy stuffing: Hobbycraft

Ribbon: Hobbycraft

Gold bells: Hobbycraft

SEW SEASONAL

Zweigart 28 count

Brittney white evenweave,

ref: 3270/100: Willow Fabrics
Wooden cotton reels: Hobbycraft
Wire: Hobbycraft

MERRY & BRIGHT

Zweigart 28 count Brittney cream
evenweave, ref: 3270/779: Willow Fabrics
Cotton backing fabric: Cotton Patch

Toy stuffing: Hobbycraft

Ribbons: Hobbycraft

Gold bells: Hobbycraft

SEAMSTAR
www.seamstar.co.uk
01829770733

For plain and patterned fabrics
and all kinds of trims

EFRAME

www.eframe.co.uk

For picture frames for displaying
your stitching

HOBBYCRAFT
www.hobbycraft.co.uk
03300261400

For cardstock, paper, paint, glue
and general crafting supplies

THIS LITTLE PIGGY
14 count waste canvas: Willow Fabrics
Green felt: Hobbycraft

FULL OF FESTIVE CHEER
Zweigart 14 count white aida,
ref: 3706/100: Willow Fabrics

SINGING IN THE SNOW

Zweigart 32 count Belfast blue linen,
ref: 3609/778: Willow Fabrics

Seed beads: Similar available

from Bijoux Beads

Aperture card: Craft Creations

DECEMBER DAYS
Zweigart 25 count Lugana
white evenweave,

ref: 3835/100: Willow Fabrics
Tea towel: Similar available
from local market or
department store
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Shoppingguide

Contact details for all the suppliers quoted in this issue,
plus a few of our favourite places for extra inspiration!

AMAZON
www.amazon.co.uk

BLOOMFIELD AND ROLFE

www.bloomfieldandrolfe.com

CHARLIE GUY

www.etsy.com/shop/ByCharlie

CRAFT CREATIONS
www.craftcreations.com

DMC
www.dmccreative.co.uk

EFRAME
www.eframe.co.uk

EQS
www.eqgsuk.com

FRED ALDOUS
www.fredaldous.co.uk

GONE TO EARTH
www.gonetoearth.co.uk

HOBBYCRAFT
www.hobbycraft.co.uk

JOHN LEWIS
www.johnlewis.com

JUB78
www.etsy.com/shop/Jub78

KARINITI
www.kariniti.com

MICHAEL WHITAKER FABRICS
www.mwfabrics.co.uk

: OAKROOM
i\ oakroomshop.co.uk

| OLIVER BONAS
www.oliverbonas.com

SAINSBURY’S
www.sainsburyshome.co.uk

SEW AND SO
www.sewandsew.co.uk

SEW SWEET VIOLET
www.etsy.com/shop/SewSweetViolet

THE HOMEMAKERY
www.thehomemakery.co.uk

THE MAKERY
www.themakery.co.uk

THE SEW UNIQUE
www.etsy.com/shop/TheSewUnique

. THE SUGAR HOUSE SHOP
www.etsy.com/shop/SugarHouseShop

: THE WHITE COMPANY
: www.thewhitecompany.com

! WOOL FELT COMPANY
www.woolfeltcompany.co.uk

CrassStitcher

Email us at crossstitcher@dennis.co.uk
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CrossStitcher Magazine, PO Box 172, Northam, EX39 9DY
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APERTURE CARDS

- For Every Occasion -

Ié + ST. NICHAEL'S NOUNT »
COTTAGE NEEDLECRAFTS SYBILLA DAVIS DESIGNS
enquiriesi@cottageneedlecrafts.co.uk 7 Ashdown Close, Sticker. St Austell,
Q1736335274 Cormwall PL26 7EU 01726 63394

Specialising in counted crossstitch For other designs of scenes of SW
samplers to celebrate any occasion. England, visit our secure Web Site

.
We are renowned for our ‘NAME’ or Send AR AL SAEFOr S frea c ft c t
samplers & unique Alphabet 2015 brochure ra rea Ions
atterns. i : . :
i www.facebook.com/SybillaDavisDesigns www.cra ftCI eations.com
www.cottageneedlecrafts.co.uk www.sybilladavisdesigns.co.uk

ONLINE
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www.StitchKitsL.ondon.co.uk
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MAILORDER
MR.J.WOOD

6 Hopney Cottages,
Nr. Wick, Pershore,
Worcestershire, WR10 3JT

Stranded Please send orders

with cheques or POs

0 e;s .
cottons toinclude

60p p&p made payable
to Mr J Wood,

Christmas Catalogue 2015 8M Skeins

For your free copy go online at:

www.stitcher.co.uk only Gn peach
or call us on 0161 464 7312

Mail order only

Enquiries:
Jwooddmc@mail.com

To promote your business in CrossStitcher please contact the ads team on 020 7907 6662
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making GREAT SAVINGS TODAY!

RECEIVE 13 issues a year | NEVER miss an issue!
DELIVERY direct to your door at no extra charge

Price for 6 issues: £28.69 for Europe, £34.09 for the Rest of the World
Price for 13 issues (1 year): £64.99 for Europe, £78.49 for the Rest of the World

Visit dennismags.co.uk/crossstitcher

Quote offer code P1511PO
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Welcome to the CrossStitcher reader ads page.
Here you can post pleas for help, find a home for your spare stash,
or track down pen pals and clubs in your area — all absolutely free!

Desperazely
seeking

I'm looking for any unwanted
cross stitch items—-aida, threads,
animal/general charts suitable for
cards, card blanks, etc.asI'm
stitching cards for different
charities such as Hearing Dogs
for The Deaf, Cats Protection,
Borders Animal Rescue, etc.
Thanks in anticipation.
Caroline Walker,

70 South Park,

Armadale,

Bathgate,

West Lothian, EH483LE

Hello,Iam looking fora cross
stitch chart ofAndy Pandyand his
pals Teddy and especially Looby
Loo.Can anyone help me please.
Iwould be so grateful. Iwill payall
costs. Thankyou.

Maxine McClure,

61 Tennyson Way,

Melton Mowbray,

Leics, LE131LS

Iam appealing for Disney cross
Stitch kits and charts to make and
sell for cancer charities, also any
white or light blue 12 count aida
thatcan be spared.

Miss T Campbell,

4Fairdale Gardens,

Hayes, Middlesex, UB33JA

. I'mlookingfor the chart Prairie

- Schooler Santa1996.Iwould

. appreciate ifsomeone could help
- melocate this chart. Please email
. meattheaddress below.Thank

. youverymuch.

. KathyKerr

: Email:kathleen.kerro8@gmail.
. com.

Upfrggats!

. Thave alarge number of

. CrossStitchermagazines dating
. backto1997-several have the free
. kitwith them.Iwould like £1.50 :
- each, plus p&p. Please email me for -
. afulllistand pictures.

: Bobbie Jones

: Email: bobbiejj@hotmail.com

Getin touch

- Hi,mynameisSue.I'm a44-year-

. oldmum ofa1o-year-old boy.Ilove
* tocross stitch, make cards, knit

. andlalso enjoy gardening. Iwould
- like to hear from anybody, from

. anywhere.Iwillanswerall letters

- Ireceive.llook forward to hearing
- fromyou.

+ Sue Morris,

. 5ElyRoad,

. Southend,

. Essex,

: SS24E7Z

. I'mlooking for cross stitch friends
- fromall over the world, to swap
. hings, tips and the odd little gifts.

Iguessyou could callmea

- craftaholic,as I enjoy several

. differentactivities, including card
- making, jewellery makingand

. mosaics-thelistgoeson.I'm 51

- yearsold, married with lots of

. furbabies and would like to

- write to females or males, around

. thesameage, with similar

- interests. Please contact me in the
. firstinstance by email.

+ Maria Stewart

. Email: craftsgmaria@gmail.com

My name is Nina,Iam37yearsold.

. Tjust moved with my fiancée and

- amlooking fora pen-friend. I have
. adogwhichisa breedingIrish

- Collie cross. My hobbies are cross

. stitch, tapestry,dog breeding,

- makingcards and shopping. I like
- goingto the cinema, animals,

. listening to music, walking my dog
- and going to concerts.lalso love

. footballand rugby.

. NinaMorris,

: 18 Heol-Y-Garth,

+ Penparcau, Aberystwyth,

- SY231TE, Ceredigion,

: West Mid Wales

EMAIL YOUR ADS to us at crossstitcher@dennis.co.uk

If you're not online, drop us a note with your ad details and contact information to
CrossStitcher magazine, PO Box 172, Northam, Devon EX39 9DY

We regret that we're unable to print requests from readers who are under 16 years old
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+ Start making savings 3
today with these special
subscription deals!

+ Receive 13 issues a year

« Never miss an issue!
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Prize crossword

Across
1 Civilian called to judge
in court (5)

8 At first (9)

9 Exciting and dangerous
sports (7)

10 Length of yarn in a long
loose coil (5)

11 Unit for measuring
land area (4)

12 Not fresh (5)

17 Lacking flavour (5)

18 Stare (4)

22 Dutch flower (5)

23 Fetch (7)

24 Outburst of giggles (9)

25 Straining utensil (5)

Down

1 Popular evenweave
fabric (7)

2 Vicar’s home (7)

3 Tyne or Mersey, e.g. (5)

4  Flying toy (4)

5 Projectile weapon (7)

6 Leaflet (5)

7 Laughing mammal (5)

13 Metal container with a lid (3)

14 Rubber fin worn for
diving (7)

15 Pungent dried pepper
spice (7)

16 Eighth planet from
the Sun (7)

19 --- feet, the urge to move
job or place (5)

20 Turn red from
embarrassment (5)

21 US term for stranded
cotton (5)

23 Stylish (4)

Winning word clue: Don’t fall

over this season! (6)

COMPLETE the crossword and rearrange the
letters in the shaded boxes to make up a winning
word. Write your winning word and ‘Crossword 298’
on the back of a postcard or stuck-down envelope,
adding your name and address, and post it to:
CrossStitcher, PO Box 172, Northam, EX39 9DY

Competition open:

16 October - 12 November

For full terms and conditions, see page 85.

YOUR PRIZE One winner will receive goodies from Madeira
worth approximately £30. For stockist details, contact EQS
on 0116 271 0033 or visit www.eqsuk.com

CrossStitcher .+
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JUST FOR FUN

"

19

22

24

17

20

3 4 5 6
8
10
12 |13
14 15
18
21
23
25

USING logic and a process of elimination, fill the blank
boxes with numbers so that each row, column and 3x3

box contains the
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In your December

CrossStitcher

Have yourself a very crafty Christmas!
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Inside this month

# Get in the Christmas spirit
with our festive heart picture

# Quick-stitch cards to make
with backstitch and beads

% Sweet Christmas tree apron,
for festive fun in the kitchen!

% Stitch our clever ‘Countdown
to Christmas’ clock!

Contents subject to change. Overseas gifts may vary.

YOUR FREE GIFTY

Make gifts extra-special with our luxury
tags kit, complete with alphabet charts! -
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Packed with new ideas and designs for you

er% Stten it!

PLUS Our expert stitcher’s guide to

making the fanciest cards this Christmas!




